
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Message from Mayor Finkelstein 

Greetings, 

I hope you are enjoying the warmth of our Orchard Lake 
summer. Your City has been very active with the groundbreaking 
for our City Hall and Police Department addition as well as the 
new DPW facility.  Bonding of 4.5 million for this project was 
approved by the voters last November and bonds were sold in 
June. Tower Construction, whose owners are residents of our City, 
was awarded the construction contract.  Their bid came in within 
our budget and we are very pleased to work with them. 
Construction is expected to take a year or less and access to our 
building will not be interrupted during this time. It is exciting to see 
this finally happening after years of planning and citizen input.  
Thanks to the many hours of volunteers on our Planning and now 
Construction Management Committee, we are bringing our 
facilities up to current safety and operational standards. 
Construction plans are available at City Hall for anyone interested 
in seeing them and we welcome any questions or comments. 

Our DPW staff will be working many hours to do the 
necessary maintenance throughout our City that can only be done 
during the good weather months.  Please give them a high five 
when you see them. They are very dedicated to the needs of our 
residents.   

We can hardly miss that this is a major election year. 
Things will certainly heat up as we approach the August 2 primary. 
Whatever your political affiliations or leanings, please make sure 
to vote either in person or by absentee ballot, which you may 
obtain at City Hall if you are not already on the mailing list. 

A special thanks goes out to our wonderful City staff, police 
officers and to the dozens of unpaid volunteers on boards and 
committees who help guide our City and make it the best 
anywhere. 

Norm Finkelstein 
Mayor 

Announcements 
• 2022 Summer Property Taxes must be

paid by September 1, 2022 to avoid
penalty & interest.

• City Hall will be Open Saturday, July
30th from 7 am to 3 pm for Election
purposes only.

• Turn your unused and expired
medication in, for a safe disposal, at  the
Orchard Lake Police Department.

• 2022 Dog Licenses are available at City
Hall.

• The City of Orchard Lake Village
recognizes former Councilmember/
Planning Commissioner and Cable
Commissioner Daniel Krause for
devoting his time for the improvement of
our Community.

• City of Orchard Lake welcomes a new
Councilmember, Kevin Kroger.

• Please check with the Orchard Lake
Building Department prior to making
changes to your property, cutting trees,
lakeside planting , moving dirt, etc.

• House Hold Hazardous Waste Event will
be held on Saturday, October 22nd from
9 am to 12 pm.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greater West Bloomfield Historical Society 

Upcoming Events 

One-Room Schools Open House, Sunday, September 11, 1-4 pm, Orchard Lake 
Museum Learn about one-room West Bloomfield schools: Eagle, Pennell, and 
Hosner. 

Impact of 1820-1850 Religious Reform in Michigan Presentation, September 
21, Wednesday, 7pm, WB Library Main Meeting Room, 4600 Walnut Lake Road. 
Learn how Michigan was directly impacted by a 1820-1850 “Second Great 
Awakening” religious movement that led to social and political reforms of 
temperance that included women’s suffrage, and abolitionism with James Craft, 
OCHC member. Sponsored with West Bloomfield Library. 

Pine Lake Cemetery Tour, Saturday, October 8, 11 am -1 pm, Pine Lake 
Cemetery, east side of Middlebelt, north of Lone Pine. Take part in a walking tour of 
Pine Lake Cemetery and learn the history of founding residents, prominent people, 
sports figures, and others with Sexton Mari Bem and docents. Optional restaurant 
gathering afterward. Rain or shine. $5 donation requested. 

Pleasant Lake History Open House, Sunday, October 9, 1-4pm, Orchard Lake 
Museum. Learn about the Pleasant Lake area and Pleasant Lake Highlands 
subdivision,1922-2022, with historical displays and new edition of Our History & 
Remembrance of Pleasant Lake, West Bloomfield by Gina and Rob Gregory. 

Autumn Nature Walk, Sunday, October 16, 2-3 pm. Orchard Lake Nature 
Sanctuary, 4700 Pontiac Trail Join Naturalist Carol Fink for a guided tour. Walk 
through rolling terrain and explore seasonal autumn beauty. Sponsored with the 
Orchard Lake Nature Sanctuary. No charge. 

Veterans Open House, Sunday, November 13, 1-4 pm, Orchard Lake Museum, 
3951 Orchard Lake Road See military memorabilia from WWI to the Korean War. 
Share/donate your family military memories and archives. 

The Saginaw Trail: from Native American Path to Woodward Avenue 
Presentation, Wednesday, November 16, 7 pm, WB Library Main Meeting Room, 
4600 Walnut Lake Road. Leslie Pielack, Birmingham Museum Director, tells the 
story of those whose lives intertwined the Saginaw Trail an ancient path that 
transformed early Michigan. Sponsored with West Bloomfield Library. No charge. 

National Toy Hall of Fame Open House, Sunday, December 11, 1-4 pm, Orchard 
Lake Museum, 3951 Orchard Lake Road. See toys and learn about the National 
Toy Hall of Fame with Sue Grifor. Play with vintage games and toys. 

Volunteers Opportunities Meeting, Wednesday, December 8, 7 pm, Orchard 
Lake Museum, 3951 Orchard Lake Road 

Are you looking for flexible, interesting volunteer opportunities? Come learn our 
needs -- from one-time to long-term commitments. We need volunteers looking to 
make a difference in our community and help keep our unique local history alive! 
No charge. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three items sold by the Greater West Bloomfield Historical Society 
are now available for purchase at City Hall.  These items include a 

hand-painted ornament made from cedar wood found on Apple 
Island ($5), The Song of the Heron by Charles Martinez, an award-

winning, comprehensive book on the history of Greater West 
Bloomfield ($15), and a 3½” x 3½” deep blue glazed hand-crafted 

stoneware tile of Orchard Lake, made by Little Traverse Tileworks of 
Petosky, which accurately depicts the water depths ($25). 

Greater West Bloomfield Historical Society 
Open House Calendar 

Orchard Lake Museum, 3951 Orchard 
Lake Road, 1-4 pm 

September 

Sundays: 9 4, 9/11, 9/25 Friday: 9/16 

October 

Sundays: 10/2, 10/9, 10/23, 10/30 Friday: 
10/21 

November 

Sundays: 11/6, 11/13, 11/27 Friday: 11/18 

December 

Sundays: 12/4, 12/11, Closed 12/25 Friday: 
12/16 

With summer in full swing, many of our residents and guests that come into 
our city are enjoying time on the waters of Orchard Lake. With the thought of 
everyone having a fun and safe day boating, lets review some of the rules 
and laws that govern our lake.  

SAFE BOATING ON ORCHARD LAKE 

1. A slow-no wake speed must be observed for a distance of 200 feet
in any direction from the (DNR) State Public Access Site.

2. It is unlawful at any time to operate a vessel in excess of 40 miles
per hour (64 kilometers per hour) on Orchard Lake.

3. Michigan Law prohibits certain boating practices as illegal:
a. RECKLESS OPERATION of a vessel or PWC that

disregards the safety or rights of others. Some examples
are:

i. Weaving your craft through congested waterway
traffic or swerving away at the last possible
moment.

ii. Jumping the wake of another vessel unnecessarily
close to the other vessel or when the visibility of the
other vessel is restricted.

b. FAIL TO REGULATE SPEED is operating a vessel at
speeds that could endanger life or property of another
person, which includes operating at speeds that will not
allow for a safe stopping of the vessel.

c. IMPROPER DISTANCE is not maintaining the proper, safe
distance when operating a vessel or towing a person. A
vessel or person being towed must not be within 100 feet:

i. Of a dock or raft.
ii. Any anchored or moored vessel
iii. Any marked swimming area
iv. The shoreline (if operating in 3 feet of water or less)

d. IMPROPER DISTANCE FOR A PWC means that if at a
speed greater than “No Wake” 

i. Stay at least 200 feet for the shoreline
ii. Not cross within 150 feet behind another vessel

unless it’s another PWC.

ALCOHOL. 

1. Consuming alcoholic beverages or
possessing an open alcoholic
beverage are not allowed at the DNR
Launch Site.

2. Consuming alcoholic beverages on
board vessel is allowed, but it is
unlawful to operate any vessel while
intoxicated. If your Blood Alcohol Level
is greater than 0.08% as determined
by a Breath, Blood or Urine test you
will be deemed to be under the
influence of alcohol and subject to
arrest.

These are just a few of the Laws, Rules and 
Regulations for boating in Michigan and on 
Orchard Lake. Everyone should take the time to 
become knowledgeable / familiar with these 
regulations and with practicing some good, old 
fashioned common curtesy while on the lake, 
everyone can have a safe and enjoyable day on 
the water.  The Oakland County Sheriff’s 
Department Marine Division regularly patrols 
Orchard Lake, especially on the weekends. They 
can be reached at 248-858-7831. 

The Handbook of Michigan Boating Laws and 
Responsibilities can be found in PDF form at 
www.michigan.gov/dnr/things-to-do/boating/rules-
and-regs and is free to download.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Chief William Nicholson 

Safe Boating On Orchard Lake 

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/things-to-do/boating/rules-and-regs
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/things-to-do/boating/rules-and-regs


 

The City of Orchard Lake Village has a 
Rental Housing Registration and 
Certification Ordinance, Ord. # 5.17 that 
requires all one (1) and two (2) family 
homes that are rented to be registered 
and inspected every two years. The 
ordinance is designed to promote the 
continued maintenance of quality and safe 
rental properties, enhance and maintain 
the value of all properties, and to reduce 
the causes of blight affecting 
neighborhoods. 

For more information on how to obtain a 
Rental Housing Certificate, please contact 
Orchard Lake Building Department at 
(248) 682-2400. 

Rental Housing 
The City of Orchard Lake Village wants to remind you to 
help keep the watershed clean! 

Many items found in homes, garages, and yards can cause serious stormwater 
pollution if they are washed into the storm drains and allowed to flow untreated 
into the Clinton River, its tributaries, and Lake St. Clair. Everyone can prevent 
stormwater pollution by taking simple steps; 

1. Never dispose of paint or paint-related products into the gutters or storm
drains. This is illegal dumping.

2. Do not blow, sweep, or hose fertilizer into the street, or storm drain.
3. Clean up after your pet.
4. Choose earth friendly landscaping. Use non-toxic products for your garden

and lawn whenever possible. Use pesticides sparingly.
5. Conserve water whenever possible.

 

State Primary Election 

August 2, 2022 

The polls will be open from  

7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

At the Orchard Lake City Hall 

Along with our important right to vote is another 
important right, free speech, which is often 
communicated with signs. City Ordinance 

regulates placement of signs including temporary 
signs. Election signs must be located a minimum 
of 10 ft. from the traveled portion of the road. The 

maximum size of signs is 16 sq/ft and the 
maximum height is 5 ft. Please make sure signs 

posted on your property comply with these 
requirements. 

Political Signs 

City of Orchard Lake Village 
3955 Orchard Lake Rd 

Orchard Lake, MI 48323 
Ph: (248) 682-2400 Fax: (248) 682-1308 

www.CityofOrchardLake.com 


